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Editor 


Every  year  in  mid-August,  the  tiny 
town  of  Sturgis  in  Oktibbeha  County 
plays  host  to  one  of  the  largest  motorcycle 
rallies  in  the  coimtry  —  and  Mississippi 
Baptists  are  there,  augmenting  the  efforts 
of  local  churches  and  Golden  Triangle 
Association  to  reach  the  lost  for  Jesus. 

"Stureis  South,"  named  after  the 
grandfather  of  motorcycle  rallies  held 
each  year  in  Sturgis,  S.D.,  drew  more 
than  25,000  registrants  this  year,  but  fam¬ 
ilies,  friends,  and  gawkers  easily  pushed 
the  total  attendance  to  over  40,000.  The 
town  of  Sturgis  —  copulation  260  — 
turns  into  a  virtual  beehive  of  activity 
with  thousands  of  motorcycles  entering 
and  leaving  town  at  any  given  time. 

Sturgis  Church,  located  in  downtown 
Sturgis,  is  at  the  epicenter  of  the  rally.  "The 
church  has  been  involved  in  ministry  dur¬ 
ing  this  rally  for  several  years,''  said 
Sturgis  Church  Pastor  Russell  Mord.  "We 
started  handing  out  free  water  and  tracts  to 
the  bikers  who  were  coming  into  town. 

Last  yeS5r3vi^''  feaHy  got  some  help  when 
Mississippi  Baptists  sponsored  a  motorcy¬ 
cle  stimt  show  in  our  oack  parking  lot,  and 
we  had  the  opportunity  to  witness  to  peo¬ 
ple.  We  saw  13  people  come  to  Christ.'^ 

Mord  said  that  for  this  year's  rally, 

Mississippi  Baptists  brought  in  Team 
Impact,  a  strongman  crew  composed  of 
about  20  Christian  athletes  who  travel  the  Talley,  a  bodybuilder  and  former  youth 
globe  to  spread  the  Gospel  and  witness  for  minister,  has  worked  with  Team  Impact 
Christ  through  their  Ministries  for  about  nine  years.  "It's  just  an 
physical  ^ilities,  amazing  opporhmity  to  stand  before  peo- 
and  also  sent  cases  of  pie...  (and  tell)  them  about  Jesus  Christ." 
special  Bikers'  Bibles  Team  Impact  had  the  joy  of  seeing 


BRICK-BREAKING  — 
Hunter  Grimes  of  Walker,  La., 
a  member  of  the  Team  Impact 
International  Christian  min¬ 
istry,  pounds  a  stack  of  bricks 
in  front  of  Sturgis  Church, 
Sturgis,  on  August  20  during 
the  Sturgis  South  Motorcycle 
Rally.  Looking  on  is  Team 
Impact  cohort  Barry  Haynes 
of  Vicksburg.  Mississippi 
Baptists  sponsored  the  Dallas- 
based  Christian  ministry's 
appearance  at  the  rally,  in  an 
effort  to  assist  local  Baptist 
churches  and  Golden  Triangle 
Association  in  reaching  the 
lost  for  Christ.  (BR  photo  by 
William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


WITNESSING  FOR  CHRIST  —  Russell  Mord  (right),  pastor  of  Sturgis  Church,  Sturgis,  hands 
our  Bikers'  Bibles  on  August  20  during  the  Sturgis  South  Motorcycle  Rally.  Local  churches. 
Golden  Triangle  Association,  and  Mississippi  Baptists  joined  hands  to  minister  to  the  40,000 
people  attending  the  rally  in  the  Oktibbeha  County  town.  (BR  photo  by  William  H.  Fterkins  jr.) 
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Another  retreat  from  right 


Editor's 

Notebook 


The  takeover  of  the  state's  public  uni-  any  important  issue  will  eventu- 
versities  is  now  complete.  In  the  ally  center  around,  "How  will 
wake  of  Mississippi  Attorney  this  affect  the  casinos?" 

General  Jim  Hood's  decision  last  week  not  Meanwhile,  Mississippi's 
to  appeal  a  rulir^  earlier  this  summer  by  public  university  leaders  salivate 
Hinds  County  Cnancery  Judge  Tommie  at  the  opportunity  to  turn  our 
Wise  that  circumvented  state  law  and  schools  over  to  the  gamblers, 
allowed  the  universities  to  begin  teaching  The  judge's  ruling,  which  clearly 
gambling  courses,  we  can  anticipate  that  contradicts  state  law  as  well  as 
the  big  out-of-state  gambling  interests  will  an  earlier  attorney  general's  rul- 
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soon  Start  calling  the  shots  at  the  schools. 

After  all,  that's  what  has  hap¬ 
pened  in  virtually  every 
Mississippi  location  where  the 
gambling  camel  has  been 
allowed  to  get  his  nose  in  the 
tent.  As  the  old  saw  goes,  it  won't 
be  long  before  the  whole  camel  is 
in  the  tent  with  us.  Don't  believe 
it?  Consider  the  following  facts. 

Gamblers  initially  agreed  to 
limit  their  gambling  facilities  to 
floating  casmo  boats  docked  at 
^ecified  locations,  including  the 
(julf  Coast  and  the  Mississippi 
River.  The  casinos  now  boast 
nH.  massive  land-based  develop- 

5  Jr,  ments  all  along  the  Mississippi 

^  *  coastline  and  nave  even  crept 
into  Biloxi's  Back  Bay  —  barely 
within  sight  of  the  coastline.  In 
addihon,  make  a  quick  detour  by  the  Isle  of 
Capri  casino  in  (Toahoma  County  and  see 
how  far  away  sits  the  casino  from  the 
Mississippi  River  water's  edge. 

When  the  Imperial  Palace,  one  of  the 
Back  Bay  casinos,  violated  its  building 
permit  and  added  so  many  floors  that 
Keesler  Air  Force  Base's  flight  path  was 
threatened,  the,  Biloxi  CTity  Council 
looked  the  other  way  and  allowed  the 
skyscraper  to  be  completed,  so  fearful 
were  they  of  the  gamblers'  political 
power.  Attend  just  about  any  public 
meeting  from  the  state  legislature  to  city 
governments  in  areas  with  legalized 
gambling,  and  the  debate  on  just  about 


ing,  and  the  same  attorney  gen- 
eral's  decision  last  week  not  to 
appeal  the  judge's  ruling,  has 
given  those  leaders  a  free  hand 
to  move  forward  with  their  gam- 
bling  course  offerings. 

"We  decided  not  to  expend  the 
court's  time  to  address  this  matter  ^ 
because  the  Legislature,  if  they  ^ 

choose  to  fix  the  statute,  could  do  ^ 

so  before  an  appellate  court  could  ^ 
render  a  decision,"  according  to  ^ 
state  attorney  general  spokesman 
Jacob  Ray  as  quoted  in  an  August  ^ 
18  article  by  Jimmie  E.  Gates  in  The 
Hattiesburg  American  newspaper. 

Whatever  that  means.  To  us 
common  folk,  it  sure  sounds  a  lot 
like  lawyer  talk  for,  "We  don't 
have  the  political  courage  to 
defend  our  earlier  position  on  this  issue." 

With  the  attorney  general's  decision 
not  to  appeal,  the  last  line  of  defense 
against  the  gambling  onslaught  at  our 
universities  has  been  taken  down.  Neither 
the  State  College  Board  nor  the  universi¬ 
ties'  leadership  have  the  backbone  to 
stand  up  for  what  is  right. 

"We  are  preparing  Mississippians  for 
executive  positions  for  Mississippi's 
number  one  industry,"  said  Ernie  Wilson, 
associate  professor  of  tourism  at  the 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  in 
Hattiesburg,  as  quoted  in  The 
Hattiesburg  American  article. 

Such  is  the  state  of  intellectual  dis¬ 
course  today  in  our  public  universities. 
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School  is  starting  around  the 
country.  Awaiting  cinxious 
students  are  new  schedules, 
new  teachers,  new  challenges, 
and  in  some  school  districts,  olci 
controversies  about  what  books 
should  be  read  in  school. 

School  districts  have  been  fac¬ 
ing  challenges  over  what  should 
be  in  the  library  as  long  as  there 
have  been  libraries,  but  recent 
changes  in  the  world  of  chil¬ 
dren  s  literature  and  our  society 
have  focused  the  debates  on 
matters  of  teen  sexuality, 

A  recent  MSNBC  article 
regarding  adolescent  reading 
material  describes  growing 
parental  concern  over  the 
explicit  nature  of  books  aimed 
at  young  teens.  Correspondent 
Janet  Shamlian  reports  on  some 
recent  hot  selling  teen  titles:  "In 
Claiming  Georgia  Tate,  a  father 
has  sex  with  his  daughter.  In 
Rainbow  Party,  teens  m^e  plans 
for  a  sex  party.  And  in  Teach  Me, 
due  out  in  late  August  and 
seemingly  ripped  nom  the 
day's  headlines,  there's  a  stu¬ 
dent-teacher  affair." 

While  I  am  not  aware  of  chal¬ 
lenges  to  tiny  of  these  specific 
booKS,  if  they  find  their  way 
into  schools,  there  probably  will 
be.  Recent  disputes  over  books 
in  Lexington,  Ma.,  Pleasant 
Valley,  la.,  and  Columbus,  Oh., 
have  divided  communities  and 
led  to  legal  action. 


Guest  Opinion: 


'Raunchy'  — 

the  newest  'R' 

/ 

By  Warren  Throckmorton 
Grove  City,  Pa 


Perhaps  the  mother  of  all  of 
these  disputes  over  school 
reading  material  is  in 
Fayetteville,  Ark.  Laurie 
Taylor,  mother  of  two  school 
age  children  in  Fayetteville, 
recently  found  numerous  vol¬ 
umes  of  fiction  that  vividly 
describe  sexual  acts  of  all  sorts. 
Doing  It,  features  teacher-pupil 
sex;  Rainbow  Boys,  describes 
adult-teen  unprotected  sex; 
and  Choke,  uncovering  the 
world  of  sexaholics,  was 
graphic  enough  to  have  por¬ 
tions  excerpted  in  Playboy. 

Perhaps  the  worst  find  was 
Push,  by  author  Sapphire. 

Filled  with  graphic  sex,  the 
1^—.  : _ _ 1.1 _ 


id  their  way  book's  low  pomt  is  perhaps  the 
probably  will  lead  character's  description  of 
?s  over  books  sex  with  an  infant, 
la..  Pleasant  Taylor  is  formally  challeng- 
ilumbus.  Oh.,  ing  these  and  other  fiction 
munities  and  books  with  similar  content. 

She  is  not  asking  that  the 


Forget  about  the  families  impoverished 
by  legalized  gambling.  Forget  about  the 
families  broken  up  oy  legalized  gam¬ 
bling.  Forget  about  the  hungry  children 
shivering  in  locked  cars  in  casino  park¬ 
ing  lots,  while  their  parents  gamble 
away  their  meager  paychecks  in  splen¬ 
dor.  Forget  about  the  breathtaking 
increase  in  the  number  of  Gamblers 
Anonymous  chapters  across  Mississippi. 

Forget  about  all  that.  The  most  impor¬ 
tant  thing  is  "preparing  Mississippians 
for  executive  positions  for  Mississippi's 
number  one  industry." 

What  clearer  picture  could  there  pos¬ 
sibly  be  of  the  moral  wasteland  that  our 
beloved  state  has  become? 


the  MSNBC  article  on  racy  teen 
novels.  Reporter  Shamlian 
writes:  "Experts  say  books  like 
these  are  gratuitous  —  even 
dangerous  —  and  parents  need 
to  know  that."  She  then  quotes  a 
specialist  in  adolescent  psychia¬ 
try,  John  Sargent:  "They  buy  it, 
thinking  they're  doing  some¬ 
thing  nice  for  their  kid,  when,  in 
fact,  they  have  no  clue  what  it  is 
they're  exposing  their  kid  to." 

Where  a  review  panel  of  par¬ 
ents  and  teachers  cannot  agree 
school  remove  all  of  the  books  about  the  appropriateness  of  a 
permanently  from  the  contested  book,  then  parental 
shelves;  she  simply  wants  permission  should  be  required 
librarians  to  gain  a  parent's  m  order  to  read  it.  If  teachers 
permission  before  allowing  want  to  use  eimlidt  portions  of 
children  to  have  them.  contested  bool»,  then  parents y 

She  also  wants  the  school  should  be  notified.  / 

to  follow  its  own  review  poli-  Schools  should  allow  par- 
cy  while  access  is  mediated  ents  to  have  a  clue  what  meir 
by  parents.  The  Fayetteville  kids  exposed  to.  Such  a  policy 
schools  haye  a  policy  that  does  no  violence  to  free  speech, 
requires  the  school  to  review  nor  is  it  censofship.  If  some 
materials  parents  find  objec-  parents  want  raunchy  to  join 
tionable.  For  these  reasonable  leadin',  'ritin'  and  'rithmetic, 
requests,  she  has  been  pillo-  they  are  free  to  buy  ttieir  own 
ried  in  the  local  press  as  nar-  children  sexually  explicit  mate- 
row  minded  and  bigoted.  The  rial  for  consumption  at  home. 

school  district  has  received  a  - 

veiled  threat  of,  a  lawsuit  from  Throckmorton  is  associate  pro¬ 
national  groups,  including  fessor  of  psychology  and  fellow  for 
the  National  Coalition  psychology  and  public  policy  in 
Against  Censorship.  the  Center  for  Vision  and  Values  al 

Is  Taylor  overreacting?  Grove  City  College,  a  Christian 
Siould  ^ese  books  be  in  public  college  in  Pennsy^nia.  His  corn- 
school  libraries?  Before  I  throw  mentary,  edited pr  length,  appears 
in  my  view,  let  me  jump  back  to  courtesy  of  Baptist  Press. 
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So.  Baptist  worker:  Gaza  just  the  beginning 


JERUSALEM  (BP)  —  As 
painful  as  it  has  been,  Israel's 
evacuation  of  nearly  9,000  of 
its  own  angry  and  heartbro¬ 
ken  settlers  from  the  Gaza 
Strip  may  be  the  last  "easy" 
part  of  forging  peace  between 
Israelis  and  Palestinians. 

Many  tougher  issues  remain, 
both  sides  agree.  For  starters: 
What  to  do  about  the  much 
larger  West  Bank?  How  to  deal 
witn  rapid  Arab  population 
rowth  within  Israel  itself? 
ow  to  guarantee  safe  borders 
and  peaceful  relations  between 
Israel  and  a  future  Palestinian 
state?  How  to  end  terrorist 
attacks  once  anc^  for  all? 

Perhaps  the  toughest:  What 
to  do  about  Jerusalem? 

"Gaza  is  kind  of  cut  off  over 
there  by  itself,  so  it  was  a  lot 
easier  to  negotiate,"  said  a 
longtirne  Southern  Baptist  rep- 
resentativeln-Israel.  "Once  you 
start  talking  about  the  West 
Bank,  you're  starting  to  talk 
about  Jerusalem,  and  that's 
where  the  peace  agreement  fell 
apart  last  time.  It's  going  to 
come  down  to  Jerusalem." 

The  holy  dW  claims  the 
hearts  of  Jews,  Christians,  and 
Muslims  alike.  It  is,  in  turn, 
claimed  by  both  Israelis  and 
Palestinians  as  their  eventual 
and  "eternal"  capital.  East 
Jerusalem  —  which  lies  primar¬ 
ily  within  the  West  Bank  con¬ 
trolled  by  Jordan  before  the 
1967  Arab-Israeli  war  —  is 
overwhelmingly  Palestinian. 

A  third  of  Jerusalem's  total 
population  consists  of  ethnic 
Arabs.  Conflicting  political 
claims  on  the  city  must  be  settled 
before  a  permanent  peace  agree¬ 
ment  can  be  completed  -  but 
that's  getting  aheaa  of  the  game. 

The  Soumem  Baptist  worker 
cautioned  that  even  the  "easy" 
Gaza  evacuation,  though  sup¬ 
ported  by  a  majority  of  Israelis, 
still  might  bring  down  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  Prime  Minister  Ariel 
Sharon.  For  years  Sharon 
aggressively  supported  the  set- 
ll 


TEARS  FOR  GAZA  —  A  young  woman  cries  as  she  prays  on 
the  women's  side  of  the  Western  Wall  plaza,  among  .tens  of 
thousands  attending  a  peaceful  prayer  session  Aug.  10  to  seek 
divine  intervention  to  call  off  the  evacuation  of  Jewish  settlers 
from  Gaza.  (BP  photo  by  Lacy  Atkins) 


tier  movement  in  Palestinian 
Xreas.  Now,  ultra-Orthodox 
Jewish  settlers  who  once  hailed 
him  as  a  hero  and  patron  revile 
Sharon  as  a  traitor  to  their  cause. 


WorldCrafts  to  expand 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  —  The  nonprofit  WorldCrafts 
ministry  of  Woman's  Missionary  Union  (WMU)  has  intro¬ 
duced  a  new  website  to  highlight  its  imported  handcrafts 
from  31  countries  around  the  world.  The  website, 
www.WorldCraftsVillage.com,  features  300  handmade  crafts 
and  provides  information  on  the  artisan  groups  and  their 
countries  of  origin.  It  also  highlights  a  different  country  each 
month.  The  website  provides  detailed  product  descriptions 
and  allows  customers  to  search  by  item  type,  country  of  ori¬ 
gin,  new  items,  and  clearance  items.  Customers  also  can  sign 
up  to  receive  updates  on  products  and  special  offers. 
WorldCrafts  helps  establish  personal  relationships  with 
craftspeople  who  live  in  poverty  and  helps  provide  them  with 
a  steady  income.  The  ministry  ensures  fair  wages  and  non- 
exploitive  conditions  for  more  than  2,000  craftspeople  world- 
wMe.  The  artisans  are  paid  for  their  work  when  they  provide 
the  products,  and  WorldCrafts  markets  the  items  in  the 
United  States.  The  ministry  has  allowed  some  women  to 
escape  prostitution  and  slavery,  and  enabled  others  to  receive 
an  education  and  graduate  from  college.  New  churches  also 
have  been  built,  initiated  hy  the  WorldCrafts  ministry.  For 
more  information  on  WorldCS-afts,  ordering  crafts,  or  hosting 
•  a  party  or  event,  visit  the  new  website,  www.worldcraftsvil- 
lage.com,  or  e-mail  worldcrafts@wmu.org.  To  order,  call 
V^U  customer  service  toll-fefee  at  (800)  968-7301. 


former  Prime  Minister  Ehud 
Barak  showed  weakness  by 
pulling  the  Israeli  militaty  out  of 
southern  Lebanon  in  2000  with¬ 
out  a  formal  peace  agreement 
with  Lebanon  and  Syria. 

"That's  why  Sharon  is  saying 
[to  the  Palestinians],  'If  you  attack 
us  when  we're  pulling  out,  we 
will  attack  you  without  mercy?'" 
the  worker  said.  "The  Israelis 
know  if  they  show  weakness  in. 
the  pullout  then  they  could  be 
attacked  from  every  direction." 

The  worker  believes  only 
one  person  can  bring  true 
peace:  Je^us  Christ.  ^We're 
very  pro-Israeli  and  we're  very 
pro-Palesfinian,  because  we 
think  they  all  need  salvation," 


hey  all 

he  said.  ''We've  got  to  pray  for 
the  peace  of  Jerusalem  —  and 
we  Icnow  that's  really  praying 
for  Jesus'  return,  because  that 
will  be  the  true  time  of  peace." 
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"This  is  very  risky 
for  Sharon,"  the  worker  said.  "If 
the  pullout  goes  successfully 
and  the  settlers  are  peacefully 
resettled  within  Israel  proper, 
there's  a  good  chance  he'll  stay 
in  office.  If  they're  attacked  or  if 
terrorism  starts  coming  back 
into  Israel,  then  you  have  a  real¬ 
ly  good  chance  he'll  lose  his 
office.  It's  right  on  the  edge."  ' 
Sharon  himself  came  to  powef 
in  2001,  the  worker  added,  partly 
because  many  Israelis  thought 


The  worker  listed  four  other 
urgent  prayer  needs: 

•  For  Messianic  Jewish  believ¬ 
ers  who  follow  Jesus  as  Messiah. 
They  number  in  the  thousands, 
according  to  estimates,  but  stiU 
face  persecution  in  some  areas. 
"Pray  that  they  will  know  how  to 
be  strong  and  build  the  bridges 
necessary  to  communicate  the 
Gospel  and  be  peacemakers." 

•  For  Gaza  and  the  West 
Bank,  that  new  freedoms  will 
be  used  for  "the  right  things  — 
and  not  just  more  oppression  of 
the  Palestinian  people  by  other 
Palestinians." 

•  For  real  religious  free¬ 
dom  among  Israelis  and 
Palestinians.  "If  they're  free 
to  choose  and  they  really 
search  for  the  truth,  we  know 
where  the  truth  lies  —  and 
that's  in  Jesus." 

—  For  the  disillusioned  and 
despairing  Jewish  settlers, 
"that  if  they  feel  God  didn't 
work  the  way  they  thought, 
they  would  look  to  see  who 
God  really  is  and  open  their 
hearts  and  minds  to  Jesus 
when  they  see  He  is  Truth." 


Looking  back 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
votes  to  employ  Edna  Ellison  in  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union.  Ellison 
comes  after  serving  as  executive  director  of  California's  WMU. 


Baptist  churches  along  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  suffer  major  damage 
and  are  with^t  electricity  as  Sunday  services  approach,  thanks  to  Hurricane 
Elena,  the  dcmgerous  storm  to  hit  Mississippi  since  Camille  in  1%9. 


Mississippi  Baptists  acquire  Camp  Kittiwake  in  Pass  Christian,  the  first 
Mississippi  Baptist-owned  assembly  grounds  in  the  state.  W.  R.  Roberts 
will  direct  the*assembly  program  for  1956. 
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The  Baptist  Record 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  folUnving  prayer 
with  Cod  in  your  onm  zivrds: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  1  want  forgiv^eness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eter¬ 
nal  death.  (I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to  forgive 
my  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  rmme." 
(John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri¬ 
tual  guidance. 


Patience  is  a  wonderful  j  f 

virtue,  a  commodity  in  great  U  f 

demand,  and  in  very  little  I 

supply.  Even  if  you  have  «  ^ .  I 
patience  you  are  not  able  to  "V  -  I 

store  it  up,  and  strangely  I  /*’ 

enough  whenever  everything  \ 

else  like  understanding,  emo- 
tional  well-being,  and  {Siysical 
endurance  seem  to  be  drained 
away  patience  generally  The  fact  is  you  have  to 
leaves  with  them.  At  the  very  work  at  having,  keeping,  and 
moment  that  you  really  need  it  living  with  patience.  You  can 
you  seem  to  have  it  the  least.  run  out  of  patience  at  work,  at 
During  the  summer  our  home,  at  cnurch,  on  the  road, 
son,  his  wife,  and  family  were  in  a  crowd,  by  yourself,  at  a 
going  out  West  on  vacation,  ballgame,  on  an  airplane,  buy- 
Day  one  w'as  going  to  be  a  ing  groceries,  at  the  fishing 
long  drive.  It  was  their  goal  to  hme,  working  in  the  yard,  or 
leave  Jackson  and  get  to  trying  to  relax.  1  cannot  think 
Amarillo,  Texas,  whicn  w'as  of  any  place  or  any  experience 
over  800  miles  away,  by  that  in  life  where  it  is  not  possible 
evening.  About  the  middle  of  to  run  out  of  patience,  but  if  it 
the  morning  I  received  a  call  is  such  a  good  thing  to  have, 
from  the  traveling  family  and  why  is  it  so  hard  to  get  and  to 
Rob  asked,  "Kids,  what  is  the  hold  on  to,  or  maybe  a  better 
word  for  the  day?"  Three  question  is,  "How  do  you  go 
excited,  strong,  little  voices,^  aoout  having  patience?" 


T)irectiM  ms 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


yelled  from  the  back  of  the 
van,  "Patience."  1  thought 
what  a  wonderful  teachable 
moment,  but  1  wonder  how 
long  it  will  last.  They  were 
making  progress  for  they  had 
already  exited  Mississippi, 
crossed  Louisiana,  and  were 
in  Tyler,  Texas.  That  was  good, 
but  Tyler  is  a  long  way  from 
Amarillo.  We  talked  a  little 
while,  and  they  continued 
chasing  the  sun  to  the  West. 

As  I  was  returning  from  a 
meeting  that  night,  1  received  a 
call  on  my  cell  phone.  It  was 
the  traveling  family.  I  said, 
"Where  are  you?"  He  said, 
"Well,  we  are  getting  close  to 
Amarillo,  but  we  are  about  30 
minutes  past  the  word  of  the 
day."  We  laughed,  and  1  under¬ 
stood  what  he  meant.  Then  he 
said,  "They  really  have  been 
good,  and  they  have  .lyorked  at 
exercising  patience." 


MS  Positions 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
ROLLING  FORK,  Miss.,  is  currently 
seeking  a  director  of  youth.  Please 
send  resumes  with  references  to  youth 
committee  chairman.  First  Baptist 
Church,  73  North  Second  St.,  Rolling 

Fork,  MS  39159. _ 

FIRST  CHURCH,  CLUCKSTADT, 
Miss.,  seeking  a  music  minister  for 
Sunday  mornings  and  Wednesday 
nights  only.  Blended  worship,  free- 
flowing  format.  Contact  Author 
Comans  at  (601)  209-6000  or  email 

authorcomansQaol.com. _ 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  WITH  SOME 
ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  RESPONSIBILI¬ 
TIES.  Full  or  part-time  possible. 
Church  is  6  miles  north  of  Blue 
Mountain  College.  Send  resume  to 
Springdale  Baptist  Church,  581  East 
Walnut  Street,  Ripley,  MS  38663. 


SEEKING  YOUTH  MINISTER.  Position 
is  bi-vocational  working  with  7th 
through  12th  grades.  Located  about 
36  miles  south  of  Memphis,  Tennessee 
and  7  miles  east  of  Senatobia  in  north¬ 
west  Mississippi.  Please  send  your 
resume  to  Looxahoma  Baptist  Church, 
attention:  Search  Team,  808  Lyles 
Road,  Senatobia,  MS  38668. 


MINISTER  OF  YOUTH/CHILDREN: 

Dry  Creek  Baptist  Church  in  Magee, 
Mississippi.  Resumes  being  accepted 
for  a  bivocational  minister  of 
youth/children.  Send  resume  to  Dry 
Creek  Baptist  Church,  1246  Dry  Creek 

Road,  Mendenhall,  MS  39114. _ 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  LAMBERT 
MISS.,  is  seeking  a  part-time  minister 
of  music.  Pleasie  send  resumes  to  First 
Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  145, 
Lambert,  MS  38643  or  contact 
church  office  at  (662)  326-7772,  8:00 
a.m.-12  noon,  Monday-Friday.  Call 
Don  O'Quinn  after  6:00  p.m.  at  (662) 

326-7336. _ 

VALLEY  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Pontotoc  Association  seeks  part-time 
(bi-vocational)  youth  minister. 
FHousing  available,  mail  resume  to  815 
Kings  Hwy,  Pontotoc,  MS  38863. 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC:  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Greenville,  Miss.,  is  seeking 
^  dynamic  individual  to  oversee  its 
music  and  worship  ministries.  Approx. 
Sunday  School  attendance  400,  blend¬ 
ed  worship,  TV  and  radio  ministry. 
Send  resumes  to  First  Baptist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  1 1 63,  Greenville,  MS  38702, 
www.fbcgreenville.net. 


To  answer  that  question  1 
think  it  is  important  that  we 
listen  to  the  Scripture  that 
would  indicate  to  us  that 
patience  is  not  a  natural  part  of 
our  makeup.  In  fact,  it  is  super¬ 
natural  ana  can  only  be  found 
in  full  bloom  when  we  live 
under  the  control  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  In  writing  about  the 
miit  of  the  Spirit,  the  Apostle 
Paul  lists  patience  or  longsuf- 
fering,  as  it  is  sometimes  trans¬ 
lated  in  Scripture,  as  one  of  the 
things  that  the  Spirit  of  God 
proouces  in  the  believer  when 
we  walk  with  the  Lord,  Even 
then  it  should  be  understood 
that  we  have  to  have  a  con¬ 
scious  sensitivity  and  willing 
effort  to  experience  patience. 
How  do  you  do  that?  Here  are 
just  a  few  suggestions  that 
might  help  each  of  us. 


For  one  thing,  just  deter¬ 
mine  to  relax.  Just  cool  it!  It  is 
an  amazing  thing  to  realize 
that  some  studies  show  that 
with  effort  and  some  training 
a  person  can  actually  slow 
their  breathing  down  and 
lower  their  heart  rate  by  men¬ 
tally  backing  off.  As  a  general 
rule  the  opposite  thing  takes 
place.  When  we  need  patience 
and  should  relax,  we  rev  up 
the  engine,  intensify  our  feel¬ 
ings,  and  make  things  worse. 

A  second  thing  is  to 
remember  to  keep  life  in  per¬ 
spective.  See  the  moment  in 
the  context  of  time,  really 
important  issues,  and  signifi¬ 
cant  principles  that  some¬ 
times  get  lost  in  a  patience 
empty  world.  Rarely  is  cut¬ 
ting  someone  off  in  traffic  in 
order  to  save  two  to  three  sec¬ 
onds  of  travel  time  a  life  or 
death  situation.  Seldom  are 
relationships  enhanced  and 
strengthened  by  exploding  in 
anger  when  someone  does  not 
live  up  to  the  momentary 
expectations  that  you  desired. 
Patience  can  provide  an  awful 
lot  of  good  things  that  other 
untamed  and  uncontrolled 
emotions  destroy. 

A  third  thing  is  it  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  restrain.  In  order  to 
have  patience  it  is  important 
to  learn  to  keep  yourself  in 
check.  Spiritual  growth 
involves  discipline.  Discipline 
involves  consistently  doing 


the  things  that  you  should  do 
and  consistently  not  doing  the 
things  that  you  shouldn't  do. 
Sometimes  impulsive,  impa¬ 
tient  people  say  things,  act 
radically  and  uncontrollably, 
and  then  excuse  it  by  saying, 
"1  just  can't  help  it."  Given  the 
right  circumstances  and  the 
right  motivation  you  can 
restrain  yourself  from  doing 
almost  anything.  You  may  not 
have  the  patience  to  drive  at 
or  under  the  speed  limit  and 
excuse  your  behavior  with  the 
explanation  that  it  is  just  your 
impulsive  drive,  but  I  guaran¬ 
tee  you  that  if  you  see  blue 
lights  come  on  behind  you  all 
of  a  sudden  you  learn  to  restrain. 

Several  years  ago  1  knew  a 
guy  who  was  one  of  those 
FoIks  that  just  always  had  to  • 
have  the  last  worcL  Usually 
he  was  somewhat  con¬ 
tentious.  He  always  had  to 
express  his  view  and  his  way. 
In  a  court  case  he  unleashed 
his  tongue  to  express  and  ver¬ 
balize  his  views  to  the  point 
where  the  judge  after  giving 
him  a  warning  found  him  in 
contempt.  The  guy  did  not 
quite  understand  what  that 
was  about  so  he  contested  it 
only  to  be  cited  again.  After  a 
few  of  those  citations,  he 
learned  that  you  could 
restrain  yourself. 

Wouldn't  it  be  good  if  we 
could  all  experience  God's 
strength  enabling  us  to  have 
patience  and  not  say  things 
when  we  shouldn't  and  over 
react  and  do  things  we  ought 
not  to  do?  For  most  of  us  our 
days  would  be  blessed  if  we 
observed  the  word  of  the  day 
—  PATIENCE. 


The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  JacJcson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega 
Insurance,  www.christurner-ins.com. 
AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  VACATION 
CONDOS,  www.gulfshorescorKlos.com. 
All  size  units  available.  Late  Summer 
specials,  2  night  weekend  $  1 60,  4  week- 
nights  $250.  Efficiency  unit  (2  adults  2 
kids).  Good  8/7  thm  9/5,  (205)  556-0368 

or  (205)  554-1 524.  _ 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
INC.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at 

(662)  455-6743. _ 

FORD  15  PASSENGER  VAN,  E-350  sil¬ 
ver,  56k  miles.  Sale  for  $11,500.  Call 
(601)  638-4424  or  (601)  831-4413. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-661 7. 


Classified  Ads 


STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serving 
MS  &  AL  since  1 992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 
SEBREN'S  SIDING,  (ACKSON,  CHRISTIAN 
OWNED.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl 
siding,  windows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs, 
patk)  covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601) 
992-2092,  Don  &  Rita  Sebten,  owrters. 
HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  Meridiia 
Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations 
to  (601)  483-7958  or  call  (8(X))  368-2705. 
GATLINBURG  GETAWAY:  2  BR/2 
bath,  full  kitchen.  Walking  distance  to 
parkway,  $65/nite.  Call  for  information 
at  (251)  666-2175,  cell  phone  (251) 
689-9982  or  pdiwQworldnet.att.net. 
DISABILITY  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT: 
We  offer  several  low  cost  plans  to 
choose  from.  E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance. 
Call  toll  free  today  (877)  232-0686. 
HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  wirKlows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbus/lackson,  (877)  477-1899. 


MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT:  New  plan, 
saving  seniors  hundreds  a  yearl  Call 
today  ar>d  receive  our  free  information 
letter  on  the  new  prescription  plans  now 
available  to  qualified  seniors.  E.F.  Hutton 
Insurance  toll  free  (877)  232-0686. 
BRANSON,  MISSOURI  CONDO,  street 
level,  2  bedroorn/bath.  Sleeps  6,  family 
atmosphere,  washer/dryer,  furnished 
with  all  the  extras.  Please  call  after  4:30 
p.m.  on  weekdays,  (662)  746-6702. 
CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE,  3.9  cents 
interstate,  4.9  cents  in  state.  No  monthly 
service  charge.  Call  (866)  587-8346  or 
www.lowermyphonebill.conrVharoldtt. 

A  CHRISTIAN  CHILDREN'S  HOME  in 
northwest  Alabama  is  seeking  a  Christian 
couple  to  work  with  boys  ages  6  to  18. 
The  home  is  for  abused,  neglected, 
orphaned  and  homeless  boys.  Position 
provides  salary  plus  benefits.  For  more 
information  call  (256)  356-8900. 
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\Mnat  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what  you  hear  whis^red  jn  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 
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HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communjcation  Services. 


Set  your 

Are  you  interested  in:  s  -■ 

A  Fulfilling  Marriage?  family  OH 

True  Success  and  Significance?  . 

More  Family  Time?  tll6  flyllt 

^  Meaningful  Communication? 

Equipping  Kids  to  Choose  the  Best?  COUFSa! 


_  Feb.  17-18,2006 

Ridgecrest  BC,  Medisen 

^  KEYNOTE  SPEAKER:  JERRY  PIPES 

Author  of  “Family  to  Family”  and 
“Building  a  Successful  Family” 

Break-out  Sessions  on  the  Four  Seasons  of  Marriage 

Led  by  Professional  Family  Counselors 

Also  on  Blended  Marriages  ^ 

Contact  Glenn  at  gshows@mbcb.org 
or  1-800-748-1651 


mm 

•  TRACK  1  10/13,  1  p.m.  -  10/15,  lunch 
Basic  1 6-hour  workshops  for 

Adult  Reading  and  Writing  (ARW) 
English  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL) 
Tutoring  Children  and  Youth  (TCY) 

«  TRACK  2  10/14,  1  p.m.  -  10/15,  lunch 
8-hour  workshops  for 
Experienced  English  as  a  Second 
Language  (ESL) 

English  as  a  Foreign  Language  (EFL) 
Chronological  Bible  Storying  (CBS) 

c 

•  TRACK  3  10/15,  7p.m.  -  10/15,  lunch 
Seminar  A  -  Identification  of  Worldview: 
Learn  that  how  you  see  others  affects  your 
ministry 

Seminar  B  -  Biblical  Basis  of  Missions: 
Discover  mission  principles  through  a 
careful  search  of  the  Scriptures 
Seminar  C  -  Incamational  Ministry: 
Engaging  other  religions,  sharing  your  wit¬ 
ness,  possible  frustrations  to  cross-cultural 
witnessing 


M  I  s  s  I  s  s  I  p  p  I 
B  A  P  T  I  S  T 


Literacy 

Missions 

COST: 

Registration  (for  all 
tracts)  is  $20  plus 
meals  and  lodging. 

REGISTRATION 


For  more  information, 
contact  Paula  Smith  at 
601-292-3336  or 
psmith  @mbcb.  org 


For  a  registration  form,  please  visit  our  Web  site  at: 
www.mbcb.org/events_details.aspx?ID=355 


Professional  Certification 
for  Ministry  Assistants 
and  Ministry  Office  SkillShops 


September  13-15 
.imp  Gara\  wd,  Clinton 


Certification  leader:  Lana  Rose 

For  more  info:  Kay  McDonnell,  1-800-748-1651,  Ext. 
305,  or  601-292-3305  or  E-mail:  kmcdonnell@mbcb.org 


The  SkillShops  leader:  Sandy  Sigmon 

OFFICE  MANAGEMENT  I 

Are  you  the  office  manager,  administrative  assistant,  coordinating  secretary,  or  all  of 
these  as  the  only  ministry  assistant  in  your  office?  Whateixr  your  title,  it  is  your  job  to 
coordinate  the  smooth  flow  of  work  through  your  office.  Office  Management  examines 
how  your  role  relates  to  each  of  the  four  management  functions.  You  will  study  office 
organizational  structure,  functional  layout  and  design,  and  inventory  control  proce¬ 
dures.  You  will  get  a  head  start  on  compiling  a  policy  and  procedure  manual  for  your 
office,  and  will  learn  to  save  valuable  time  by  sharing  the  workload  with  co-workers  and 
volunteers.  / 

OFFICE  TEAMWORK 

Is  it  a  joy  to  work  in  your  office?  Are  your  co-workers  also  your  friends?  Learn  to  build 
healthy  working  relationships  based  on  respect  and  trust.  Office  Teamwork  will  enable  you 
to  sharpen  your  communication  skills  for  better  understanding  and  help  you  handle  diffi¬ 
cult  people  and  awkward  situations.  You  loill  find  out  how  you  and  your  boss  can  become 
a  more  effective  team  and  how  to  give  strengthening  encouragement  to  the  troubled  minister. 


Lauderdale  Baptist  Association  office 

Marion  Miss. 

Led  by  Steve  Jackson,  pastor 
McLaurin  Heights  BC,  Pearl 

Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton  (activity  building) 
Led  by  Don  Hicks,  MBCB  Bible  Drill  Consultant 


2005 

Bible  Drill 
Clinics 


All  of  these  clinics  are  scheduled  for  6:30  -  8  p.m. 

Red  fee 

Each  participant  will  receive  an  instructional  video  in 
Help  for  leaders  of  Bible  Buddies,  either  DVD  or  VCR  format. 

Children’s  Bible  Drill,  Youth  Bible 

Drill  and  Speakers  Tournament  For  more  info,  contact  Gwen  Shelley  at  601-292-3284 

or  1-800-748-1651  or  gshelley@mbcb.org 


J^onbcffy  Oetp^of  3/,  200$ 
FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  JACKSON 

IJifthjGorl 

1:15  to  4:45jJ.m. 


i  Judy  Gordon 

National,  state  and  local  speaker 
English  teacher  and  wife  of  Keith  Gordon,  i 
consultant,  MBCB  Pastor/Leadership  j 

Development  department  ! 

i 

Patsy  B.  Sheffield  ! 

Former  MBCB  ministry  assistant 
Pastor's  wife  (twice)  ! 

Married  to  Forrest  Sheffield,  pastor  of  ! 
Harrisburg  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo,  MissJ 

j 

i  Lori  Schuler 


Worship  leader,  soloist  and  songwriter 
Past  minister  of  music  in  several 
Mississippi  churches 
Wife  of  Bennon 


REGISTRATION 

Preregistration  is  encouraged  so  that  we  may  better 
prepare.  You  may  register  in  one  of  the  following  ways: 

Mail:  Return  the  form  below  to: 

Pastor/Leadership  Development  Department/MBCB 
PO  Box  530 

Jackson  MS  39205-0530 
Phone:  800.748.1651.  ext.  305;  601.292.3305 
E-mail:  kmcdonneH@mbcb.ora 
Fax:  601.714.7426 


Name 


AGENDA 

1:15  p.m.  Registration:  Fifth  Floor  of  FBC,  Jackson 
1:30  Welcome,  Introductions  and 

Fellowship  Greeting;  Shirty 
2:00  Musical  Inspiration;  CorlSrhufor 

2:15  Ju^  $or^n 

3:15  Fellowship 

3:30  Musical  Inspiration: 

3:45  Shoffio6 

4:30  Musical  Closing;  CofiSdiuQ^r 

4:45  Adjourn 


I  Church _ 

j  Address 
Phone  (h) 


j  E-mail 


For  more  info: 
Contact  Kay  McDonnell 
1-800-748-1651,  ext.  305  or 
^  601-292-3305 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 

Ministers' 

Wives. 

(j^nfefence 


MONDAY.  SEPTEMBER  12 

•  Calvary  BC,  Tupelo 

Led  by  Harvey  Ellis,  MBCB  Youth  Specialist 

•  FBC,  Biloxi 

Led  by  Don  Hicks,  MBCB  Bible  Drill  Consultant 
hJRSDAv  SEPTEMBER  13 

•  Calvary  BC,  Starkville 

Led  by  Harvey  Ellis,  MBCB  Youth  Specialist 

•  West  McComb  BC,  McComb 

Led  by  Don  Hicks,  MBCB  Bible  Drill  Consultant 

THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  15 


GA  Ageless 
Mother/Daugliter 
Overnight  -  Garaywa 

Ages  5-105 

Oct.  21-22 

I 

Mothers  and  daughters  share  the  excite¬ 
ment  of  missions  learning  including  wor¬ 
ship,  campfire,  crafts,  recreation  and  a 
missionary  visit. 


"Serving  God  with  Determined  Faith;  Studies  in  the  Book  of  Nehemiah" 


Gene  Mims 

Mims  serves  as  president  of  the 
Inter-national  Baptist  Network  in 
Atlanta,  Ga.  He  has  served  as  a 
pastor  for  over  20  years  and  more 
recently  as  the  vice  president  for 
LifeWay  Church  Resources.  Mims 
has  authored  seven  books  including 
Kingdom  Principles  of  Church  Growth 
and  The  Kingdom  Focused  Church. 

For  more  info:  Contact  the  Sunday  School 
Department  at  1-800-748-1651  or 
601-292-3292  or  e-mail  jellis@mbcb.org 


Dates  and  Locations: 

Monday 

September  19,  2005 

•  Blue  Mountain  College,  Blue 
Mountain  (led  by  Gene  Mims) 

•  William  Carey  College,  Hattiesburg 
(led  by  Ronald  Meeks) 

Tuesday 

September  20,  2005 

•  BSU,  Delta  State  University, 
Cleveland  (led  by  Gene  Mims) 

•  Pike  Association  Office,  McComb 
(led  by  Ronald  Meeks) 

© 

Thursday 

September  22,  2005 

•  Lauderdale  Association  Office, 
.Marion  (led  by  Ronald  Meeks) 

•  Rankin  Association  Office,  Brandon 
(led  by  Gene  Mims) 


Registration  begins  at  9  a.m. 
Conference:  9:30  a.m.-2:30  p.m. 

Viere  is  no  cost  ami  no  preregistration. 


Ronald  MeeLs 

Meeks  is  the  associate  professor  of 
Bible  and  director  of  Church 
Relations  at  Blue  Moimtain  College. 
Prior  to  joining  the  faculty  of  Blue 
Mountain  College,  he  served  as  the 
associate  pastor  of  the  Oakland 
Baptist  Church  in  Corinth.  In  addi- 
tion^Meeks  has  served  as  the  pastor 
of  Highland  Baptist  Church  in  Pass 
Christian  and  Wanilla  Baptist 
Church  in  Monticello. 


GA  Missions  Madness 

HurrlcoMzs,  Tortuidoes,  Floods,  OlvAAyt 

Learn  about  Disaster  Relief  efforts  in  our  state  and  the  world! 
Hear  from  a  missionary  about  living  through  a  tsunami! 

Saturday,  Navambar  12 

Caplah-Uncoln  Gammunity  Callage,  9:30  a.m.  -  3:30  p.m. 

Registration  begins  at  8  a.m.  Early  registration  deadline  is  October  29.  Cost  $8  per 
person  (after  deadline  $10  per  person  if  space  is  available).  Confirmation,  directions 
and  additional  information  will  be  mailed  upon  receipt  of  registration. 

For  more  info:  Call  the  WMU  at  1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3316. 


August  26-September  8,  2005 


Sp6p|bmd  bylhe  Mi^ 
Bapfi^tC^^blains'  Asspi 


)epartment 
1651  oD 


"Jf  is  interesting  that  prater  hoes  not  mo\^e  to  a  seconhar^  priority  in  the 
belie  veer's  life.  Jc  is  either  a  top  priority  or  it  mo\ies  to  the  periphery  of 
oar  Lives.” 

'TIM'I  b^  C  'Thomas  AVri^ht 


For:(1)  Church  Leadership 
Training,  Camp  Garaywa, 
Clinton,  26th-27th  (WMU);  (2) 
Cheryl  R.  S^.  Aus^jo,  Texas  is 
a  MSC  coowrufcrJormusing, 
clothes,  foo^hn  lifiNp,  and 
other  imm^mtejwMsAr 
Christian  ex^tfendetlretuming 
from  prtoon.  Pr^  for  the  tender 
hearts  of  Christians  to  continue 
financial  support 


Keep  in  prayer  the  serious  eco¬ 
nomic  proUems  where  Brazii, 
Paraguay  and  Argentina  join. 
There  are  mw  10^^  people 
sufferin9llni|cjally  fi  the 
Brazilian  aa##ara||ayan  uv- 
emment|mgj(  d^  on  Illegal 
commerclanndeavors.  Pray  that 
'  ail  the  people  of  the  area  will  _ . 
have  legal,  sustainable  jobs  and 
opportunities  to  hear  the  gospel. 


Pray  for  a  small  group  of  cou¬ 
ples  in  Punta  Arenas,  Chile, 
involved  in  a  viewing  of  a  video 
series  on  family  relationships. 
Most  of  theart!(i|plainMe  not 
Christians  a)id  aa  ll|igi1aught 
biblical  famihrmusUimgh 
this  series.  neqp4DrTh»4areme 
Patagonia  Team  as  they  share 
with  these  couples  abmit  God's 
love  for  them  and  their  families. 


For  (1)  Discipleship  Training 
Uunch  Day  (D&FM);  (2)The  Kaikolar 
people  of  India  are  weavers,  and 
their  main  religion  i^induism. 

Their  primary  lang^ft  is  Tamil, 
and  they  do  hav^/eplble,  the 
JESUS  nkn,  and  flSRlVIdeos  and 
broadcasts  available  u>  them.  Pray 
that  the  210  known  believers  would 
feel  the  burden  to  spread  the  Good 
News  among  all  their  people. 


In  May,  the  60-year  anniversary  For:  (1)  Church  Leadership  ,  “Rejoice  with  us  in  the  progress 

of  the  end  of  Worid  War  II  was  •  Traininig,  Main  Street  BC,  i  of  the  church  at  Tera,”  writes  the  ! 

celebrated.  Senior  citizens  in  Hattiesburg  (WMU);  (2)  MBCB  ,  Songhai  Team  of  Niger  and  Mali.  ! 

Chemnitz,  Germany,  remember  Executive  CmmittM  Meeting,  ;  “We  can  see  individual  believers  ; 

the  war,  theJMIlMgtfV^ir  city  Baptist  Bui|Nll%1Mnii;  (3)  who  are  tMMngin|heir  faith. 

(8^  beingmswyM^build-  MBCB  MeefirtaJerMstBuilding;  PrayfortmJ|nerapofthe 

ing,  Communm,  tm^BlI  of  the  1  p.m.;  (4)  Pray  l^^rime  church  a^thewlan  i>  multiply 

Wall"  and  (WHWW  ai^ntercede  Minister  AbduWh  bhi  Ahmad  the  churemeean,  salting  their 

that  they  will  place  their  trust  in  Badawi  of  Mabysia  (southeast-  meetings  in  two  different 

the  Father,  the  unchanging  God,  em  Asia).  places.” 

and  that  He  will  give  thm  peace.  | 

For:  (1)  Labor  Day;  (2)  Hubert  ,  In  1991,  Saddam  Hussein  began  ,  For.  (1)  Baptist  Building  STAFF 

Ekstrum,  Alvin,  Texas,  works  as  '  driving  Marsh  Arabs  from  Iraq  by  ’  AT  HOME  DAYS,  7  -  9th;  (2)  A 

a  MSC  missionary  with  Men  :  burning,  poisoning  and  draining  number  of  churches  in  Durban, 

Campbuilding  Mjgj||ty.  PiMse  ;  the  marshes  whegt  they  had  lived  South  Africa,  ajm^riencing 

pray  for  teams  ygmil  be  build-  '  for  centuries.  Ipn^urces  esti-  j  growth.  Pray  torW local  , 

ing  houses  in  MfflM  of  .  mate  that  as  nMfte  90%  of  the  '  churches  that  ajp  in  need  of  j 

Battacoloa.  locate^  the  east-  '  population  fledudn.  Now,  they  ^  more  space  aruftrained  leader-  \ 

em  side  of  the  isRnd  ravaged  by  ■  are  slowly  returnlf^to  Iraq.  Pray  ship.  Art  the  Father  to  provide 

the  tsunami.  that  Marsh  Arabs  in  Iraq,  Iran  and  for  these  churches  in  such  a  way  j 

'  beyond  will  have  an  opportunity  that  His  name  will  be  glorified.  | 

!  to  learn  of  Christ's  love  for  them.  !  ; 

•  f  1 


For  (1)  Baptist  Foundation  ,  The  Samburu  of  Kenya  beUeve  in  t  *  Chris  Clarke,  Buma,  Ky.,  is  an  ^ 

Month  (MBF  Emphasis);  (2)  '  heaven  as  the  place  where  God  ;  equestrian  ministry  chaplain.  He  , 

Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission  lives.  They  say, ‘He  is  near,  but  He  and  his  famijy  conduct  Cowboy 

Offering  Emphasis;  (3)  Pauline  is  far.”  Th^  believe  that  sin  is  Church  services  at  horse  shows 

White,  Lynch,  director  of  .  against  man,  noMet^  and  that  judg-  and  other  eoMliton  events. 
Manna  House  arts  prayer  for  the  ment  comes  frdm^,  not  God.  Please  pray  rogAris  as  he 

children  in  the  c^munities,  95%  ,  They  believe  thMMmn  they  die,  recovers  frrm  artrlous  horse- 

are  unchurched.ltlso  pray  for  ,  they  simply  corteki  exist  Pray  that  back  riding  mmnt  in  2004. 

the  volunteer  teams  working  this  the  Holy  Spirit  will  reveal  His  truth  in 

summer  to  reach  these  children  a  way  that  will  overcome  these  banl-  | 

and  their  families.  ers  of  cultural  beliefs.  '  i  j 


For:  (i)AMDMBCB  Prayer  . 

Leadership  Retreat  Camp  | 

Garaywa,  Clinton,  noon,  8th  -  1 

noon,  9th  IMSLjft^  God  to 
continue  raisin^rplrorkers  who 
will  serve  in  CMNWng,  China. 
Also  art  the  Fnwrt  strengthen 
and  protect  thosetvho  are  work¬ 
ing  there  now  and  provide  them  j 

with  health,  safety  and  spiritual 
strength.  | 


FALL  CHAPLAINS'  TRAINING 

September  23,  2003 
8:15  a.m.  -  3:30  p.m. 

Baptist  Building,  515  Mississippi  St. 

Jackson 


PURPOSE:  To  Provide  More  Effective 
Ministry  for  professional  and  volunteer 
chaplains  and  all  interested  persons, 

(note:  we  have  deleted  the  word 
"volunteer"  from  our  title)  / 

I 

STRESS  AND  THE  HOW'S  AND  WHY'S  OF  IT 

Common  Acute  Stressors 

Effects  of  Stress  -  in  childhood,  the  elderly,  caregivers 
Who  is  at  Risk 
Program  Leader: 

Ed  McDaniel,  pastor.  North  Winona  Baptist  Church 
Retired  Chaplain  Colonel,  US  Army  Reserve 

j:  "AM  I  MY  BROTHER'S  KEEPER?" 

How  Organ  and  Tissue  donation  is  viewed  in  the  world 
today,  and  the  role  society  and  the  church  plays  in 
this  pivotal  life  saving  matter. 

Program  Leader: 

Erskine  Gillespie,  Community  Outreach  Coordinator, 
Mid-South  Transplant  Foundation 

ADVANCE  HEALTH-CARE  DIRECTIVE  (LIVING  WILL) 

Program  Leader: 

Jane  Earnest,  Associate  Director 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 


Just  for  the  Record 


bamsevs 


diivcraniscy.coni/  i]  \  i  /cl  i  urcl  i 


BAPTISTS 


1 .  Newly-Elected  Officials  Service,  Calvary  Church,  Durant 


Fairview  Church,  Ind- 
ianola,  has  called  Shelby 
Hazzard  as  pastor.  A  native 
of  Greenville,  he  is  study¬ 
ing  at  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Ft.  Worth. 


1.  Calvary  Church,  Durant,  recently  held  a  special  service  for 
the  city's  newly-elected  officials,  the  police  department,  and 
heads  of  city  departments.  Pastor  Harold  Schmidt  preached 
from  Romans  13:1-5.  The  special  service  was  the  first  step  in 
the  Jesus  is  Lord  over  Diirant  Crusade,  designed  to  break 
down  racial  and  denominational  barriers  and  tear  down 
enemy  strongholds.  Pictured  are  public  officials  and  Calvaiy 
Church  deacons  who  were  among  the  100  people  who  attend¬ 
ed  the  service. 

2.  Acteens  at  Bellevue  Church,  Pontotoc  Association,  recently 
held  their  first  Play  Day  with  Jesus,  in  which  children  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  study  of  Bible  stories,  crafts,  music,  ^ysical 
activities,  and  lunch.  Pictured  are  (back  row,  from  left)  Bylinda 
Hill,  Shanna  Henry,  Shannon  Carwyle,  Amanda  Mont¬ 
gomery,  (from  row,  from  left)  Alan  Hall,  Lauren  Patton, 
Madison  Inmon.  Tommy  Inmon  is  pastor. 


2.  Acteens,  Bellevue  Church,  Pontotoc  Association 


For  The  "Right  Deal 
([>n  A  Church  Bus 
CaU  BUI  Clark 
601-992-4149 
601-750-2364 


3.  Gunter  Road  Church,  Florence,  will  host  The  Revelations  in 
concert  on  Aug.  21  at  6  p.m.  For  information,  call  (601)  932- 
4134  or  (601)  720-8870. 

4.  First  Church,  Pearl,  will  host  The  Revelations  in  concert  on 

August  28  at  6:30  p.m.  For  information,  call  (601)  939-4476  or 
(601)  720-8870.  /  i 


can  help  your 
church  ^ccm\ 


30-60%  of  students  are  unchurched  community 
Biblically-based,  powerful  &  entertaining  curricului 
Taught  by  Dave  Ramsey  via  video 
Small  group  discussions 
Equips  individuals  &  families  to: 

•  Pay  off  debt  and  save  for  the  future 

•  Give  like  never  before 


Datv  Ramsey’s 


Dav  Hornsey's 


Uiii'/eridty , 


University 


To  receive  a  FREE  Video  and  Information 


fuivkir 

\YHrm 


UiiivW5$y 


Revivals  &  homecomings 


1-800-370-6180  •  carpcntorbus.com 


vided.  Football  game  kick¬ 
off  is  7  p.m.  Tickets  for  ffie 
game  are  $10  in  advance 
and  can  be  ordered  by  call¬ 
ing  (601)  925.3341. 

4.  The  works  of  artist  and 
Weir  native  Nannie  Ruth 
Thompson  will  be  featured 
at  William  Carey 
College's  Lucille  Parker 
Gallery  from  August  30- 
Sept.  23.  A  limch-time 
reception  honoring 

Thompson  will  open  the 
show  August  30  from  11:30 
a.m.-l:00  p.m.  The  exhibit 
and  reception  are  free  and 
open  to  the  public.  For 
more  information,  call 
(601)  318-6192.  Thor^son’s 
daughter  is  Snaron 
Thompson,  missions  coor¬ 
dinator  and  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  of  psychology  at 
William  Carey  College. 


and  Juanita  Clark  Howell 
Endowed  Nursing  Scholar¬ 
ship  will  be  awarded  annu¬ 
ally  and  will  aid  deserving 
nursing  students  with  good 
academic  records  who  need 
financial  assistance  for  edu¬ 
cation  expenses  as  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  Dean  of  the 
School  of  Nursing. 

Information  on  sup¬ 
porting  William  Carey 
College  students  through 
the  college's  scholarship 
program  can  be  obtained 
Dy  contacting  the  Office  of 
Development  at  (601)  318- 
6193.  E-mail:  grant. 
guthrie@wmcarey.edu. 

3.  Mississippi  College's 
Alumni  QEfice  aryJ  Athletic 
Department  are  sponsoring 
the  sixth  annual  Backyard 
Brawl,  an  evening  of  fun  on 
September  3  at  5  p.m.  at 


1.  Mississippi  College's 
Mortar  Board  chapter  nas 
received  the  Silver  Torch 
Award.  The  award  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  Angela  Sooa  of 
Jackson,  the  2005  chapter 
delegate,  at  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  held  July  22-24  in 
Columbus,  Ohio.  Only  40 
Mortar  Board  chapters  out 
of  213  nationwide  were 
selected  to  receive  this 
honor,  which  recognizes 
chapters  that  successfully 
meet  all  the  chapter  mini¬ 
mum  standards  for  the  year. 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx,  1932  -  200-^ 
copyrighted  2005 


standards  for  the  year. 

2.  Paul  Arledge  Howell,  a 
retired  Hattiesburg  post¬ 
man  who  delivered  m^  for 
34  years,  has  established  a 
$100,000  scholarship  at 
William  Carey  College 
named  in  honor  of  his  late 
wife,'Juanita  Clark  Howell 
of  Petal.  The  Paul  Arledge 


PCZ  EPVX  RC  VTNK,  PM 


YBDRMU  PVMT  BPUB 


2.  WCC  Scholarship, 
Howell  and  late  wife  Juanita 


VTNKZ  CM,  PCZ  BPUB 


Robinson-Hale  Stadium  on 
the  Mississippi  College 
campus.  Cola  drinks  and 
bottled  water  will  be  pro- 


ORNKC  BRHMKVW  WTD 


CM  PC  TWWKDRCO  PCZ 
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Bethel  Church,  Hazlehurst: 
Homecoming,  Aug.  28;  Worship 
11  a.m.  followed  ^  covered  disn 
lunch.  Dwayne  TuHos,  speaker. 
Del  Gann,  pastor. 


CO  MPNTGD 


KIBKMRPCM  WRNK:  UET 


Clue:  N  =  V' 

Htive  tun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughrxit  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Mark  Three:Twentv-Nine. 


Brewer  Church,  Richton:  First  Church  Shannon,  Lee  Fredrick,  interim  pastor.  vice;  Thomas  Peoples,  g^eaking. 

Revival,  Sept.  11-14.  Sun.,  11  Association:  Revival,  Sept.  11-  Mon.-Wed.,  7:30  p.m.  Speakers: 

a.m.  and  2  p.m.;  Mon-Wed.  7  14.  Sun.,  11  a.m.  with  lunch  to  Montgomery  Church,  Mon.,  Mark  Rooinson;  Tues., 

P.m.  Bob  Goolsby,  speaker,  follow,  and  6  pm.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  Summit;  Revival,  Sept.  11-14;  Clyde  Pullen,  Wed.,  Darby 

hillip  Willis,  music.  Ken  Ball,  p.m.  Eddie  Hamilton,  speaker.  Sunday  11  a.m.  and  5:30  p.m.;  Combs,  pastor.  Fellowship  fol- 

pastor.  Bryan  Horner,  music.  Mike  Mon.-Wed.  7:30  p.m.;  Hal  lowing  Wed.  evening  service. 

Bridges,  pastor.  Hatten,  speaker.  Todd 

McDaniel,  music.  Mike  Utica  Church,  Utica:  Revival, 
Franklin  Creek  Church,  Mckee,  pastor.  Sept.  9-10  at  7  p.m.,  and  Sept.  11 

Franklin  Creek:  Homecoming,  at  8:30  a.m.  and  11  a.m.;  Jim 

August  28.  Worship,  11  a.m.  fol-  Siloam  Church,  Magee:  Futral,  speaker.  Graham  Smith, 

lowed  by  covered  dish  lunch  and  Homecoming,  Aug.  28;  music.  Ben  James,  Pastor, 

special  music.  Jerry  Lennep,  Worship  11  a.m.;  Lunch  will  be 

speaker.  Shane  Terrebonne,  pastor,  served.  Gospel  message  in  song  Weir  Church,  Wein  Home- 

by  The  Hosanna  following  coming.  Sept.  11,  10:30  a.m.  fol- 

Friendship  East  Church,  noon  meal.  James  Fortenberry,  lowed  by  dinner  on  the  grounds 

Charleston:  Homecoming,  speaker.  Beverly  Roberts,  at  noon.  A  Time  for  Remem- 

Sept.  11.  Special  song  service  10  music.  James  Gamer,  pastor.  brance  will  be  observed  during 

a.m.  featuring  Kilgore  sisters;  the  service.  Jim  Pender,  pastor, 

worship  service,  11  a.m.  Lunch  Union  Hall  Church, 

at  noon  with  special  music  after-  Brookhaven:  Truth  or  Williamsville  Church,  Kos- 

ward.  Buster  Thomas,  speaker.  Consequences:  A  Revival  for  ciusko:  Revival,  Sept.  18-21. 

_  ^“8-  28-30,  7  p.m.  Brent  Sun.,  10:45  a.m.  anci  6  p.m.; 

Mon.-Wed.  7  p.m..  Danny  Lanier, 


Calvary  Church,  Louin: 
Revival,  Aug.  28-31.  Sun.  11:00 
a.m.,  follow^  by  covered  dish 
lunch  and  afternoon  services; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.  Robert 
Rowzee,  speaker.  R^dy  Cuchens, 
music.  Urlliam  Spencer,  pastor. 

Canaan  Church,  Philadel¬ 
phia:  100th  Anniversary,  Sept. 
18;  10  a.m. -noon,  followed  by 
dinner  on  the  grounds.  Ben 
Farve,  master  of  ceremonies. 
Calvin  J.  Issac,  speaker.  Arthur 
Ben,  pastor. 


Generally  viewed  as  "the  cornerstone  of  estate 
planning,"  research  has  repeatedly  shown  that  as 
many  as  8  out  of  10  Christians  do  not  have  a  valid  Last 
Will  and  Testament.  This  oversight  by  Christian  people 
has  too  often  resulted  in  a  form  of  stewardship 
glaucoma,  gradually  robbing  these  faithful  stewards  of 
their  lifelong  vision  of  support  and  forcing  them  to 
leave  both  their  loved  ones  and  their  favorite  charity  in 
the  dark  regarding  the  distribution  of  their  hard-earned 
estate  assets. 

Since  1943,  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  has 
enabled  individuals  to  acquire  20/20  vision  in  the 
highly  specialized  area  of  charitable  estate  planning. 
Your  stewardship  vision,  perhaps  your  greatest  gift, 
deserves  no  less  If  you  want  to  see  your  charitable 
estate  planning  goals  realized,  give  the  Foundation  a 
call.  And  if  you  would  like  to  order  Estate  Planning 
bulletin  inserts  for  your  church,  ca// (601)  292-3210. 


Buses  ate  provided  for  LrfeWay  by 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 

Franklin,  73V  •  Since  1953 


80  Busm  in  Stock 
1542  PasMogcr 
Trade-Ins  Welcome 
We  understand  the 
Church’s  unique  needs 


Contact  ui  today  for  filandly,  liafpfid  aarvfca 
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Family  Bible  Study 

When  Heaven  Comes  Down 

Revelation  21:1-7,  22-27;  22:1-5 


Rhoda  Rovce 


Homecoming  at  Mississippi 
College  is  one  of  our  best  days 
every  year.  Last  fall,  our  two 
spealcers  were  our  own  Miss 
Mississippi  2004  Jalin  Woods 
and  our  distinguished  alumnus 
Edwin  Young,  pastor  of 
Second  Baptist  Church, 
Houston.  It  was  exciting  just 
being  in  the  room  with  these 
two  wonderful  alumni  and 
other  friends  for  a  little  while. 
Someday,  all  Christians  will 
participate  in  a  great  homego- 
mg  to  the  dwelling  place 
described  in  our  Scripture  pas¬ 
sages  for  this  session.  Like  a 
homecoming  invitation  that 
describes  the  plans  for  the 
event,  these  Scriptures  invite 
us  to  marvel  at  God's  plans  for 
our  eternal  home. 


New  Heaven  and 
New  Earth  (21:1-7)  — 
Revelation  20:11,  stud-  ^ 
ied  last  week,  describes 
heaven  and  earth  fleeing  from 
the  judging  presence  or  God. 
Now  we  see  a  "new  heaven  and 
a  new  earth"  replacing  the  first 
heaven  and  earth  that  are  no 
more.  This  new  heaven  and  new 
earth  bear  no  mark  of  sin  or  suf¬ 
fering,  as  did  the  old.  Why  has 
the  ''^a"  ceased  to  exist/  The 


from  God,"  adorned  as 
a  bride  for  her  groom.  A 
bride  typically  ^ares  no 
effort  and,  often,  no 
expense,  to  look  as 
beautiful  as  possible  on 
her  wedding  day.  God's 
dwelling  pfece  is  mag¬ 
nificently  lovely. 

From  the  fnrone,  a 
Royce  proclaims 

'  God  s  presence  with 

from  '  His  people.  God  is  with  us  now, 
God.  of  course,  in  the  presence  of  His 
i  and  Holy  Spirit.  Yet  He  is  also 
I  first  removed  from  us  as  well.  What 
e  no  will  it  be  like  to  experience  God 
new  in  this  way?  1  do  not  know  all 
r  suf-  that  will  mean,  by  any  means, 
/  has  but  1  like  what  1  read  here.  It 
The  sounds  so  tender.  He  will  blot 


the  '  sea"  ceased  to  exist?  The  sounds  so  tender.  He  will  blot 
ocean  was  a  frightful  reality  for  our  tears,  as  we  recognize  the 
the  ancients,  often  a  symbol  of  end  of  all  death,  crying,  and 
death.  There  many  people  pain.  All  we  know  of  God's 


death.  There  many  people 
drowned,  and  those  who  died 
there  could  not  be  properly 
buried.  So  the  absence  of  the  sea 
is  like  the  absence  of  death. 

After  this  vision  of  God's  new 
heaven  and  earth,  John  sees  the 
"Holy  City,"  the  new  Jerusiem, 
"coming  down  out  of  heaven 


pam.  All  we  know  ot  (jod  s 
character  in  Christ  forecasts  for 
us  what  it  will  be  like  to  live  in 
God's  presence  forever. 

In  John's  vision,  God  Himself 
then  spoke,  declaring  his  new 
creation  and  assuring  that  these 
promises  are  faithfm  and  true. 
We  can  count  on  them,  because 


God,  the  Beginning  and  the  End, 
has  made  them.  His  living  water 
is  offered  to  all  those  who  have 
emerged  victorious  through 
Christ  in  the  struggle  against  sm. 

Glory  of  God  (21:22-27)  — 
The  Holy  City  needs  no  special 
building  dedicated  to  Ckxi's  pres¬ 
ence,  for  God  the  Almighty  and 
Christ  the  Lamb  are  the  sanctu¬ 
ary.  God's  glory  lights  the  dty, 
making  ftie  less  glorious  light  of 
the  sun  and  moon  unnecessary. 
God's  children  from  every  nation 
live  in  light  and  harmony,  and  no 
gates  are  ever  shut,  as  ni^t  never 
descends.  Only  that  which  is 
holy  and  in  accordance  with 
God's  will  comes  into  the  dty; 
only  those  written  in  the  "Lamb's 
book  of  life"  enter. 

One  of  the  greatest  promises  1 
derive  from  these  verses  is  that  1 
am  being  and  will  be  ma^e  new. 
1  know,  from  a  lifetime  of  effort, 
that  1  cannot  make  myself  fit  for 
heaven.  1  believe  He  can  and 
wiU.  1  love  the  idea  of  living  as 
myself  without  my  flaws.  I'll 
have  to  get  reacquainted  with 
myself,  as  weU  as  with  my  loved 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ. 


Presence  of  God  (22:1-5)  — 
Reminding  us  of  Ezekiel's 
vision  (Eze.  47)  and  Jesus'  con¬ 
versation  with  the  woman  at 
the  well  (John  4),  the  river  of 
life  symbolizes  eternal  life  and 
salvation.  In  the  dry  Middle 
East,  such  an  ever-flowing, 
abvmdant  source  of  clear  water 
was  a  powerfully  attractive 
^mbol.  Reminding  us  of 
Genesis  3,  the  "tree  of  life"  also 
symbolizes  eternal  life.  It  leaves 
are  for  healing  the  hurts  of  the 
nations.  In  this  painful  summer 
filled  with  news  of  war  and  ter¬ 
rorism,  this  promise  rings  with 
special  music. 

In  heaven,  we  will  serve  God 
and  see  His  face  forever.  G6d 
will  yet  use  us  as  His  servants. 
Serving  God  here  makes  us 
happy,  and  so  it  shall  be  there. 
We  can  look  forward  with  joy 
to  our  true  Homecoming, 
where  at  last  we  will  meet  the 
greatest  of  all,  our  loving  Lord, 
and  we  shall  never  have  to 
leave  His  presence. 

Rhoda  Royce  is  a  member  of 
First  Church,  Clinton. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Maintain  Bible  Study  and  Prayer 
Daniel  9:l-3,9-1146-23a 


By  Don  Schuman 


Word  had  guided  him 
to  a  new  insight  regard- 

When  was  the  last  time  you  ing  the  covenant  of  God.  Sch 

read  a  passage  of  Scripture  that  Our  prayer  should 
movea  you  immediately  to  the  guide  our  Bible  study  and  our 
floor  to  pray  to  God?  Well  that  Bible  study  should  guide  our 
is  what  we  find  happened  to  prayer.  Do  we,  after  God  leads 
Daniel  as  he  read  the  prophet  us  to  that  "just  right"  passage 
Jeremiah.  Throughout  rus  life,  for  our  situation,  turn  immedi- 
the  Scripture  gave  Daniel  guid-  ately  to  the  Lord  in  prayer?  Or, 
ance  for  obedience.  God's  Word  upon  given  special  insight  in  a 
prompted  Daniel  to  intercessory  verse,  do  we  go  to  God  to  thank 
prayer  and  supplication.  The  Him  for  revealing  His  truth  to 
Word  motivated  Daniel  to  us?  I  hope  all  of  us  do.  We 
petition  God  for  mercy  and  should  always  thank  God  for 
grace.  God  rewarded  Daniel  His  guidance  provided  in  His 
with  biblical  insight.  Word.  We  should  always  pray 

1.  Biblical  Guidance  that  God  would  provide  guid- 

(Daniel  9:1-3)  ance  as  we  study  His  Word 

As  Daniel  studied  the  word  of  2.  Biblical  Confession 
the  Lord  written  through  the  (Daniel  9:9-11) 
prophet  Jeremiah,  he  realized  A  National  Day  of  Pr^er  is 
that  the  exile  for  the  nation  of  not  just  a  modem  concept.  Daniel 
Israel  would  not  be  permanent,  held  one  in  this  ninth  chapter, 
but  rather  seventy  years.  God's  Prayer  for  nations,  communities. 


Schuman 


and  cities  is  found 
throughout  the  Bible. 
Abran^  petitioned  on 
behalf  of  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah.  Moses 
pr^ed  for  the  children 
of  Israel  as  he  led  them. 
Paul  prayed  for  Israel 
and  the  Church.  We 
must  pray  for  our  nation, 
nan  cities,  and  communities 
as  well  as  the  Lord's 
Church.  Daniel  has  left  us  an 
excellent  example  of  how  to  do 
just  that.  Daniel's  prayer  of 
repentance  for  the  nation  of  Israel 
focused  on  acknowledging  who 
(3od  is,  confessing  the  sms  of  the 
nation,  and  sup^cation  on  the 
nation's  behalf. 

3.  Biblical  Petition 
(Daniel  9:16-19) 

You  can  detect  the  earnest 
pleading  in  Daniel  in  these 
verses,  especially  if  you  read 
them  aloud.  Here  is  a  desperate 
cry  of  one  falling  on  the  mercy 
and  grace  of  God.  Oh,  that  we 
would  practice  more  prayer  like 
Daniel,  confessing  tne  sins  of 
our  covmtry  and  interceding  on 
her  behalf.  This  is  a  far  cry  m^m 
the  prosperity  prayers  that  are 


so  much  in  vogue  today.  This 
type  of  prayer  is  foreign  to 
many  Christians.  Thank  God 
that  He  included  such  biblical 
petition  in  His  Word! 

Daniel's  prayer  was  a  pouring 
out  of  his  heart  to  God.  In 
response,  Ckxl  ^ured  out  His 
heart  to  Daniel.  The  Word  of  God 
is  God  pouring  out  His  heart  to 
us  even  today.  We  need  to  be 
willing  to  listen  to  Him  obedient¬ 
ly  through  His  Word  as  fervently 
as  we  want  Him  to  listen  to  us. 

Daniel  prayed  for  a  change  in 
the  character  of  Israel.  He  had 
just  read  the  promise  for  a  change 
in  circumstances  for  ihe  peopfe. 
We  today  should  have  such  an 
intense  desire  for  a  change  in  our 
character  that  we  disregard  our 
circumstances.  Sadly,  too  many 
are  more  interested  in  an 
improvement  in  circumstances 
th^  in  development  of  character. 

4.  Biblical  Insight 
(Daniel  9:20-23a) 

I've  heard  the  remark,  "The 
world  has  yet  to  see  what  a 
man  completely  sold  out  to  the 
Lord  could  dp."  Well,  I  believe 
Daniel  was  such  a  man.  He 
began  steadfast  for  the  Lord  in 


his  youth  and  remained  just  as 
steadfast  in  his  later  years.  God 
used  him  as  the  wisest  coun¬ 
selor  and  the  best  administrator 
for  two  empires.  God,  through 
Daniel,  has  given  us  inspiring 
examples  of  unconquerable  faith 
as  well  as  details  of  important 
eschatological  events.  The  eingel 
Gabriel  even  hails  Daniel  as 
"greatly  beloved"  (v.  23). 

How  did  Daniel  live  such  a 
life  that  has  impacted  the  world 
far  greater  than  the  kings  under 
whom  he  served?  By  studying 
the  Word  of  God  and  praying. 
The  old  saying  is  still  true  — 
there's  a  vast  difference  between 
books  that  men  make  and  the 
Book  that  makes  men.  Other 
books  were  given  to  us  for 
information,  but  the  Bible  was 
given  to  us  for  transformation.  I 
challenge  you  to  be  a  mighty 
prayer  warrior  like  Daniel.  I 


challenge  you  to  be  a  diligent 
Bible  student  like  Daniel.  Your 
community,  this  county,  and 
this  worla  need  more  faithful 
believers  like  Daniel. 


Schuman  is  pastor  of  Hamilton 
Church,  Ashla^. 


Mississippi  College  announces  new  degree  program  in  dyslexia  therapy 


CLINTON,  Ms.  (Spedal)  —  Mississmpi  College 
(MC)  is  the  first  university  in  the  state  of  Mississippi 
to  provide  the  opportunity  for  teachers  to  earn  a 
masters  in  dyslexia  therapy  degree  —  and  one  of 
only  five  colleges  or  universities  m  the  United  States 
to  offer  this  degree. 

The  deyelopment  of  the  new  degre^rogram,  vmder 
the  MC  Department  of  Education  and  Dean  Don  Locke, 
received  strcmg  encouragement  ftum  MC  trustee  J.W. 
Fagan  and  the  Nbssissippi  Scottish  Rite  Masons,  partic¬ 
ularly  Howard  Kerce,  Sovereign  Grand  Inisp^tor 
C^eneral  for  the  Scottish  Rite  Masons  in  Mississippi. 

The  MC  degree  program  uses  standards  ana  proto¬ 
cols  developed  by  me  Texas  Scottish  Rite  Ho^ital  for 
(□lildien  in  I>aUas,  where  Martha  Sibley  has  been  ftie 
dyslexia  coordinator  since  1988.  These  standards  and 
protocols  are  the  core  requirements  for  membership  in 


*•  •  • 


Cdfeffi 


the  Academic  Language  Therapy  Association  (ALTA), 
of  which  MC  graduates  will  be  eligible  for  membership. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  ofMississfopi  has  des¬ 
ignated  funds  to  the  State  Department  of  Eaucation  to 
support  distri^  that  submit  requests  for  grants  to 
assist  with  dyslexia  issues.  Teachers  desiring  to 


become  dyslexia  therapists  ^an  possibly  be  funded  by 
their  districts. 

The  first  cohort  of  potential  dyslexia  foerapists  is 
currently  enrolled  £md  is  expected  to  graduate  in  foe 
spring  of  2006.  The  program  is  being  supported 
through  the  MC  Center  for  Special  Needs  Studks, 
which  is  coordinated  by  Margaret  Carmecm,  longtime 
MC  professor  of  educaticm. 

For  mcMie  information  on  the  new  degree  program, 
contact  Shirley  Tipton,  MC  School  of  Education,  P.O. 
Box  4(K)9,  Mississippi  College,  MS  39058.  Telephone: 
(601)  925-3250.  E-rn^:  tipton@mc.edu. 

Mississippi  College,  oased  in  Clintcm,  is  one  of 
three  colleges  in  foe  state  affiliated  with  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Conventicm.  The  others  are  Blue 
Mountam  College  in  Blue  Mountain,  and  William 
Carey  College  in  Hattierinug. 
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